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Just How Sound Is U.S. Intellngence" 1

AMERICANS who have been
disturbed by the very existence of
the Castro-Communist menace in

the neighboring island of Cuba;

now confess equal concérn that’
the official assessment in Wash-
ington of the Cuban situation
should be so wrong that the in-

" surgent attempt against the Cas-

tro regime failed utterly,

The failure itself is hardly
more important than the misinfor-
mation at high levels in the U.S.
government concerning the mood
of the Cuban people, the strength
of the Castro dll)ctatorshlp anJ
the likelihood that the anti-Cad-
tro move would succeed. Gbvious-
ly, Washington expected that it
would succeed.

The misdirection of the U. S.
effort on this occasion was. ulti:.
mately the responsibility of Presi-
dent Kennedy who acted ¢en-
trary to the advice of his secre:
tary of state, Dean Rusk, and ;
Undersecretary of State. Chester”
Bowles. Mr. Kennedy was influ-
enced by reports submitted by
the Central Intelligence Agency.
Quite clearly, the intelligence re.
ports were wyong.

What is so very dlstuxbmg
about all this is that if the 91.{1"
is ineffective in its operations in.
one instance (particularly where
one would expect the agency to!
have relatively sound sources of
information available) what can
be said for its determinations on
other occasions. In other words.'
how good is the 'U. S. intelli-,
gence systern" How much can it:
be depended upon to be serving|
the nation in the exceptxonally
capable Wway that must be ex-’
pected of it? i

gg& Kennedy has accept-?,
‘edyhis parf of the blame. He iv

pninh{gﬁ  finger at no one, gx: b
ce;ftﬂio riote that mvesugahons'
-are in order. And indeed- theyt
~are» This is neither the time nort
the place for fingering -a scape-
goat over a foreign policy ma-
neuver gone sour. It is a matter.
of constant concern, however.
that policy - making officials in
Washington . have . access to the
best information possible. The;
ev1dence in the Cuban misadven-!
ture contends that this hag not{
been the case. . !
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